RIGHT   HONOURABLE   OENTLEMEN
Nobody claimed for him that his performance was in
any way stimulating. But his admirers, and he was
not without them, could say to one another "Read
Sam Hoare to-morrow in Hansard and you will see
that not a word is out of place," Faint praise, per-
haps, but riot so faint as to damn him completely.
Too often lias he been likened to a maiden aunt,
But certainly his expressions of sour disapproval lend
some colour to the comparison.   As he has severely
plied his horn-rimmed spectacles the irreverent have
muttered,  "What's  troubling   Prunes   and   Prisms
Hoare?"  But the success of this period of his career
often made the world he surveyed seem a sunny place,
Without any very manifest cause he would occasionally
beam upon his audience as though his progress were
of supreme interest to all the world.  "How glad," he
seemed to be thinking, "they must be to see me doing
so nicely."   But in politics the Blind Fury is ever
pursuing the most successful with the threat of the
abhorred shears.
In 1935 Baldwin replaced Simon by Hoare, Many
critics who had found the Simon regime less and less
tolerable were pleased that the Foreign Secretaryship
was to go to a man who seemed to have a decisive
mind and positive initiative. They could scarcely
foresee that he was going to give them the shock of
their lives.
Some kind of crisis was bound to come. Italy was
openly plotting to invade Ethiopa and Eden was
striving to dissuade the Italians. If persuasion failed
the States members of the League could do one of
three things: they could condemn, and having uttered
their condemnation they could repeat the practical
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